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All People Need Access to Stable,
Safe, Decent, and Affordable Housing!

The Downtown Congregations to End Homelessness (DCE
Interfaith collaboration of 16 downtown Minneapolis synag

mosques, and churches working together to end homelesy

poverty. DCEH focuses on shifting from an immediate

opportunities for congregants,
development of effective strategies and programs, the D

homelessness.

Our Mission and Work

MEMBERS OF THE DOWNTOWN CONGREGATIONS TO END
H OMELESSNESS

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN CHURCH, THE BASILICA OF SAINT MARY, CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, HRST
CHRISTIAN CHURCH, HRSTCOVENANT CHURCH, HRSTUNITARIAN SOCIETY, GETHSEMANE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH, HENNEPIN AVENUE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, MASJIDAN-NUR, MASJIDAL-IKHLAS,
PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, . MARK® EPISOCOPALCHURCH, S'. MARY® GREEK ORTHODOX
CHURCH, S. OLAF CATHOLIC CHURCH, TEMPLE ISRAEL, WESTMINSTERPRESBYTERIANCHURCH

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
HEADING HOME HENNEPIN, PLYMOUTH CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD FOUNDATION

OFFICERS OF THE EXECUTIVE TEAM

ROLF LOWENBERG -DEBOER, CHAIR, CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
JOAN MILTENBERGER , CO-CHAIR, S. OLAF CATHOLIC CHURCH
DENNIS SANDERS, TREASURER HRSTCHRISTIAN CHURCH
CAROL KOEPP, ECRETARY, HRSTUNITARIAN SOCIETY

STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

JANICE ANDERSEN, THE BASILICA OF AINT MARY, JULIA FREEMAN , THE BASILICA OF SAINT MARY,

REV. KRISTEN JACOBSON , CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ROLF LOWENBERG -D EBOER, CENTRAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH, REV. DENNIS SANDERS, HRSTCHRISTIAN CHURCH, CAROL KOEPP, HRSTUNITARIAN
SOCIETY, SANDY OBARSKI, GETHSEMANE EPISCOPALCHURCH, ANN CARLSON , HENNEPIN AVENUE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, KAMMILAH EL-AMIN -SHABAZZ , MASJIDAN-NUR, REV. DR. JEFF SARTAIN ,
PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, SANDRA ANDERSON , . MARY® GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH,
JOAN MILTENBERGER , . OLAF CATHOLIC CHURCH, MARCY FROST, TEMPLE ISRAEL REV. DOUG
MITCHELL , WESTMINSTERPRESBYTERIANCHURCH

INTERFAITH TEAM MEMBERS

KATHY ANDRUS, THE BASILICA OF SAINT MARY, PAT WAMSER, THE BASILICA OF SAINT MARY, GAYLE
DUSTRUD, CENTRAL LUTHERAN CHURCH, DEBRA M AGNUSON , HRSTUNITARIAN SOCIETY, TRACY MAY,
FIRSTUNITARIAN SOCIETY, LOU SCHOEN , GETHSEMANE EPISCOPALCHURCH, KAY N ELSON, HENNEPIN
AVENUE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, JESSICA FREHSE, ALYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, ROBERT
FISCHER, PLYMOUTH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, KATIE DAY, §. OLAF CATHOLIC CHURCH, ANN
PANNIER , . OLAF CATHOLIC CHURCH.

STAFF MEMBER

HEIDI JOHNSON MCALLISTER, CONGREGATIONAL ORGANIZER
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Support and Revenue

64,579.79
22,960.00
5,700.00
15,638.78
5,355.00

2011 Financials

Downtown Congregations
Private Foundation
Religious Sources
Individuals, Other Sources
In-Kind

Operating Expenses
54,332.37 Staff Compensation
560.00 Organizational Development
3,076.33 Technology, Printing, Postag¢
564.97 Bike Program Expenses
525.00 Interfaith Team Expenses
894.81 Training and Workshops

B Staff Compensation

2011 Operating Expenses

B Organizational Development
B Technology, Printing, Postage
B Bike Program Expenses
B Interfaith Team Expenses
¥ Training and Workshops
Contingency
Consultant Fees

Professional Development
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Letter from DCEH Steering Committef
Chair and Congregational Organizer

Dear Friends,

In a time when the social safety net is under fire. In a time when unemployment is highjjin a
time when housing options are tight and rents are rising. In a time of polarized politicsJhe
DCEH faces these and other challenges, but we continue to pursue the bold vision of 3
healthy Minneapolis community, where all people have access to housing. As people of faith,
Is our duty and call to share and pursue this vision of a healthy community. In 2011, we
continued down this road, pursing a society where housing justice is achieved.We contjhued
to raise our voices with people on the edge in our society.We continued to work togethgr
with our direct services to serve in the best, most dignified way.We continue to educatgq|the
people of our faith communities about the realities and stories of people facing homelegsnes:
for the first time, or for a long time.

We believe it is our duty as people of faith, in all times to advocate, educate, and serve
together. Building a healthy community requires us to know our neighbors and to bridg : the
massive gaps dividing éss an interfaith collaboration, our presence and action is a voicg of
morality and justice in the community. At the end of 2011, we marked three years as a
collaboration; for which a review of the work we accomplished in these three years was
completed. Now, we look to future opportunities and work needed to move forward for tfhe
next three to five years. In the review, we heard over and over this collaboration is powdrful
and inspiring. Our community partners continue to tell us how vital and exciting our wolk is

to the whole community. In three years, we have learned an enormous amount about

focus, and be able to deepen our impact. As the DCEH leadership, we are excited abodt the
future and look forward to continuing this work together.We believe all people deserve pn
affordable, safe, and decent place to live and with the public will, it can happen!

Rolf Lowenberg DeBoer Heidi Johnson McAllister
Steering Committee Chair Congregational Organizer
Central Lutheran Church DCEH



In 2011, the DCEH

New Governor of Minnesota and Bi -partisan State
Legislative Leaders Spoke to DCEH Members

On a snowy winter January evening, over 330 members of DCEH congregation

5 gatr

together to hear the priorities of the leaders of the State Legislature, which includgd jobs

budget, and ensuring the safety net is maintained despite the budget deficit. It was

evening to hear from the new Governor of Minnesota, Mark Dayton, gratrtesbn group @f

Legislators, which included Senator Scott Dibble, Representative Morrie Lan
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ning,

Representative Karen Clark. Each speaker shared the 2011 Legislative Session prioyities ¢

caucus (Republican or Democrat). On that evening, we heard people in the most

vulne

situations are a priority for both caucuses; each speaker ensuring the budget defjcit wi

impact people living in poverty. All speakers encouraged the participation of Minnesg
legislative process and to provide accountability to Legislators and the Governor. F
Governor and Legislative Leaders, attendees were invited to take part in an advocac

tans il
lowing
trainii

Added a 16th Congregation to the Collaborative

First Covenant Church joined the collaborative in January 2011, raising our number of congregationg
16 member congregations. Together, we move forward as First Covenant joins bringing a knowledgg
dedication to sheltering people that do no have housing.

DCEH Inspired Events and Work Within
Congregations

Among the many events and forums that Central Lutheran holds on the topic of ending homelessn
year, one of the most popular from last year was when Representative Paul Thissen spoke to 14
Sunday morning about the 2011 Legislative Session and challenged folks to be a voice in the proces
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On October 16, 2011, Westminster Presbyterian Church celebrated the DCEH Sabbath to End Hgmeless

Rev.Dr. TimHarAnder sends sermon concentrated on 0Wj
was the familiar question from the | awyer to
the |l aw is the greatest?06 (Matthew 22:36). A
shema, after the first word in it: Shema |I|sr
Lord your God with all your heart, and with 4§
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not to live out, is to love God and love neighbor. This text drives our congregation to care about whaffhappe

people who are living without decent affordable housing and to be a part of the DCEH.

On October 1, 2011, Masjid Alur hosted théDay of Dignityin North Minneapolis with the Islamic R

Services. The day was about building community and addressing the needs of a struggling commu

mosque. The day encompassed music and fun activities as well as providing direct service resourceg
congregations and services from the community.

In November of 2012he First Unitarian Societglebrated the valuedwing interfaith work in an effort to ¢
homelessness and reduce poveripuiyng Imam Makram Emin to be our guest pulpit speakKamillah
El-Amin, director of community services at MasjieNAn spoke at the forum that morning about incrg
needs on the Northside of Minneapolis.

St. Olaf Social Justice Commission hosted three educational events in the fall of 2011 to draw &
encourage action for ending homelessness and poverty. As part of the Sabbath for Ending Homel
120 persons from the parish and beyond learned about the history of homelessness, and solutions
and create opportunities for justice in housing and employment.

At Plymouth, we participate in Housing 150; a partnership with Westminster Presbyterian and th
Church Neighborhood Foundation to create affordable housing in the Twin Cities. We also host fami
Families Moving Forward and encourage our congregation to be involved in advocacy around houg
the state.
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One of the goals of the Church of Gethsemane as a member of DCEH was completed in 2041 with

formation of an Advocacy Group. We have ten members who reo®ile eegularly updating them on
activities of DCEH and asking them to respond to Action Alerts. We also have met twice as a group
another and discuss any questions from the group. Heidi Johnson McAllister has visited with us twig
year on Sunday mornings, preaching the sermon and leading a forum after both services. These v
helpful in the establishment of our Advocacy Group.
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Turned the idea of a Shared Client Database into
Client Collaborative

Over the course of many mont ]
in 2011, our Direct Service .

Provider Team researched and VIR
discussed the need for a databg %
to assist with direct services anf
our DCEH collaboration. Daily |
direct service congregations
participated in this process,
including the Basilica of Saint
Mary, Central Lutheran Church
Community Emergency Service {‘
of Augustana Lutheran, Henne 2
Avenue United Methodist Chure
and St. Olaf Catholic Church.
purpose of a shared database
would be to understand the wh
picture of a person and be good

stewards of the generous resources given to our faith communities. As we began to ejplore,
realized that the cost of a database was high and cost prohibitive. We also ran into chdllenge

privacy and our role as communities of faith.

Instead, we decided to start wi
an inperson collaboration whe
congregational
outreach/community ministry
staff come together to

stuck in the system and come
regularly to our outreach
programs. The collaboration
looks at the whole person of

health of the person; we also
discuss their employment,
housing, food, and other speci
basic needs. In our brainstorm
we discuss the needed resources of the guest. This collaboration is an exciting ventur
downtown congregations to partner effectively in the beginning in the 2012 year.

emotional, mental, and physical
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brainstorm the situation of gugsts
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Trained 150 People to Advocate in the 2011
Legislative Session

Following the Governor andpartisan group of Senators and Representatives in Janu

Ary

2011, the DCEH hosted an advocacy training. 150 people were trained on one of tw¢ topic

Building Relationships with LegislatarglPolicy Priorities for Homeless Yqugpecifically
on the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act. At the end of the evening, our members |

pft with

deeper understanding of how to speak up and communicate effectively with their legjslator
as well as how the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act is necessary to end homelesshess f

youth ages 182. With these trainings, congregants of DCEH member congregations
prepared to take action during the 2011 State Legislative Session.
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