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Starting Point

Elected officials are people just like you. They are not experts
in everything, and often are not familiar with issues that you
are passionate and informed about.

A few calls or emails on an issue can make a big difference in
bringing it to the attention of elected officials. Getting their
attention is the first step!

Personal stories make the greatest impact — those are the ones
likely to be remembered. It’s fine to work from talking points
but try to make the language your own.

Sharing your story with Legislators

Effective communication with elected officials
includes a clear understanding of
what you are doing and why.

o Purpose: Be clear about the purpose of your
communication with elected officials. Understand
what you want.

e Passion: Speak from your passion or core interests,
embracing the energy and clarity this offers. Be clear
about why you care about this issue.

¢ Personalize: share stories, feelings, and
experiences that exemplify why this is a value to you.

» Pointed: Be focused and concise in your speaking or
writing. Make your case in a few words.

e Polite: No one likes to be threatened or preached to, so
o always be polite and respectful. Thank them for good work
done and for their time and attention.

+ Practice: Share your story with family, friends,
neighbors, as well as your elected officials.

Think through these questions and
boldly share your story.

What do I want.... What is my goal of communicating?

What are the reasons I am connected to this issue?
Why is this important to me? My personal
experiences, feelings, and stories are....




